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    Abstract
Background and Objectives: Successful blockade of the saphenous nerve using surface landmarks can be challenging. We evaluated the anatomic basis of performing a saphenous nerve block with ultrasound (US) using its relationship to the saphenous branch of descending genicular artery, sartorius muscle, and the adductor hiatus as defined by cadaveric measurements.

Methods: Using a total of 9 cadaveric knee dissections, the saphenous nerve and its relationship to the saphenous branch of the descending genicular artery (SBDGA) were examined. The distances from the patella to the distal end of the adductor canal and the bifurcation of the saphenous nerve were recorded. US images of an above-the-knee, subsartorial saphenous nerve block were reviewed.

Results: The saphenous nerve coursed with the SBDGA. It exited the adductor canal at a median of 10.25 cm (range, 7.0-11.5 cm) cephalad to the proximal patellar border and traveled closely with the SBDGA. At its bifurcation into the infrapatellar branch and sartorial branch, the saphenous nerve was at its closest approximation to the SBDGA. This point was found to be at a median of 2.7 cm (range, 2.1-3.4 cm) cephalad and a median of 6.6 cm (range, 5.0-9.0 cm) posterior to the proximal and posterior patellar border, respectively.

Conclusions: The US-guided approach for saphenous nerve blockade using its close anatomic relationship to the SBDGA is a feasible alternative to previously described surface landmark-based or US-guided paravenous approaches.
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    Footnotes
	From the Department of Anesthesiology and Perioperative Medicine, Oregon Health and Science University, Portland, OR.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ASRA
ESRA


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ASRA
ESRA


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: American Society for Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine (ASRA)]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Browse by collection
	Archive


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Open Access at BMJ


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1532-8651Print ISSN: 1098-7339

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & American Society for Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  






